Disseminated coccidioidomycosis with rapid progression to effusive-constrictive pericarditis.
This case reports coccidiomycosis presenting as pericarditis with tamponade rapidly progressing to effusive-constrictive pericarditis and death over 72 hours. Coccidiomycosis pericarditis is a rapidly progressing disease requiring early and complete pericardiectomy to avoid the hemodynamics of constriction. We illustrate the use of echocardiography in this case and demonstrate the histopathology. We review the literature and discuss therapy and management. Coccidiomycosis is often clinically unsuspected and unrecognized by the health care worker unfamiliar with the disease process.